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Mr DEAR Futon; 


HEN I laſt took up my pen, my cata 
aim was to vindicate the memory of the 
dead from the ungenerous aſperſions of Mr. John 


Weſley, to expoſe ſeveral of his unjuſt reflections 
upon the Calviniſts in general, and Lady Hunting 


don and thoſe connected with her in particular; 
and at che ſame time to let the world ſee a little 
into che behaviour of that inconſiſtent man, who 
can make ſo free wich the characters of his neigh- 
bours. 5 W 5 

Having done this, it was never my intention to 
have printed a ſecond time upon the ſubje& ; and 
though I can find nothing in the penny pamphlet 
publiſhed by Mr, We 1 2 but a politive unſupported 


4 ba i 


yet, in order to 3 ae oli from thoſe. 


who haye, I acknowledge, juſtly judged the ſtyle 
of my former pamphlet far too ludicrous and ſe- 
A 2 vere, 


E 
vere, and at the ſame time to aſcertain the facts 
contained in it. After much deliberation, and, I 


truſt, ſome earneſt prayer to God for direction, 


I now ſend theſe few ſheets to the preſs. The 
Lord rectify my former miſtakes, and give me to 
write in the ſpirit of the Gofpet! ; | 


Still, however, if plain fo dis continue to bear 


hard upon Mr. Weſley, let it be remembered the 


fault is not mine: the world muſt be left to judge 
for themſelves whether his character be conſiſtent 


vith the ſtricteſt honeſty, or whether he is one that 


knows and preaches the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
Firſt then, for a few ſtrictures upon the anſwer it- 


ſelf. I accuſed Mr. Weſley of writing a © wretched 


% harangue, containing near 50 pages, and never 
„ mentioning Chriſt throughout the whole, but in 
„p. 22 and p. 45, and that in a ſtyle fo cold and 


vague, that even a deiſt might have expreſſed 


„ himſelf in ſimilar language.” In anſwer to this, 
he attempts to vindicate the omiſſion from the 
word of God itſelf, and in oppoſition therefore to 
what I obſerved of the beautiful repetition of the 
name of Jeſus in St. Paul's epiſtles, he aſks how 
many times is Chriſt mentioned in the laſt go verſes 


of the 15th chap. of the 1ſt of Cor.? I anſwer, by 


different appellations, he is expreſsly mentioned 
ſeven times, that is above as often again within a 


ſpace I ſuppoſe. zo times as ſhort as the above-ſaid 
harangue. 


14 


harangue. But that we may ſee what pains he has 


taken to pick the word of God to ſerve his end, 
we need only caſt our eye over but half the num- 
ber of verſes preceding thoſe he has choſen for his 
purpoſe, and there we ſhall ſee how Chriſt is lite- 
rally mentioned almoſt in every line, ablolutely 
oftener than in every verſe. 15 21 Io 
lle next denies that he made. himſelf the ſubjeQ 
of his own panegyrics, and yet brings a paragraph 
from what he calls the ſermon itſelf in which he 
abſolutely owns the charge. The. diſpaſhonate 
reader however is at liberty to judge for himſelf, 
whether upon the very face of the ſermon, he has 
not almoſt entirely excluded the very name of 
Chriſt, and preached up himſelf as the greateſt 
reformer that has ever lived ſince Conflantine the 
Great. | * | 75 
With equal truth he diſowns the empty and ſu- 
perſtitious trick he was guilty of, in caſting lots 


whether he ſhould or ſhould not preach-and print 


againſt the dottrines of election, &c, * See this 
| | A 3 Tet per- 


* Iownl inadvertently gave an unfair turn to this attack 
in my laſt, I ſhall hope to learn more caution for the future; 
the ſtory 1n itſelf was ſufficiently ridiculous, without making 
it more fo. And yet if, as an honeſt man, Mr. Wefley was 


determined to preach and print what he believed, what great dif- 
ference is there betwixt caſting lots for his creed, and caſting 


lots to determine in what ſtrain he ſhould preack and print? 
Mr. Weſley in his remarks, p. 35, referring to this ſtory, ſays, — 


© That paltry flory is untrue,” Now, though by my putting 


in the word © creed,” I undeſignedly altered the ſtory a little, 
yet the paltry ſtory xemains uncontrovertibly true, except in 
this circumſtance, | 


if 
. 
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perſonally charged upon him in Mr. Whatefield's 
works, vol. 4, p. 55. But he calls it an ungene- 
rous aft in Mr. Whitefield to betray this ſecret firſt 


written in a private letter; not near ſo ungene- 


rous as it was in him to traduce and miſrepreſent 
the noble truths delivered by that great champion 


of the goſpel, and to ſet him forth upon the very 


beginning of his miniſtry as little better than an 
Antinomian, and that too when he was juſt failed 
for America, conſequently had it not in his/ power 
to vindicate himſelf, Surely then it was high time 
to let the world judge of the ſolidity of the reaſon 
why Mr. Weſley thought it his duty to preach and 
print ſo many unjuſt reflections againſt the doc- 
trines of grace. And after all, why ſhould Mr. 
Weſley take it amiſs that the ſecret of caſting lots 
ſhould be thus revealed, when, in other inſtances, 
we ſoon ſhall find that he can publiſh the like ſe- 
cret in his own journals. HO; 

We now proceed to conſider whether I did or 
did not detect him in a proud and pompous falſe- 
hood * in his attempting to make people believe 
that he was the IAST who began the preſent revi- 
7 __ 1 

Jo evade this charge, (ſee p. 4, of his Remarks) he ſays 


me preached in the oben air in Oct. 1735, and this was before 


Mr. Vyriteſield was ordained; and fo it ſeems he did, for in his 
firſt voyage to America he read prayers and preached upon the 
quarter deck. Now to be ſure this was preaching in the open - 
ir, but whether it can be called going out into the high- 


* 


ways and hedges to call ſinners to repentance, let the world judge. 
See Mr, Weſley's Journal, vol, 1. p. 1, ks 
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val of religion in going forth into the highways 
and hedges to call ſinners to repentance: 
Now that we may ſee whether Mr. Weſley de- 
ſerves the praiſe he has thought to monopolize to 
himſelf, I firſt give the following extract from a 
letter of Mr. Whutefield's to Mr. Weſley upon this 
very ſubjeQ, in which are theſe expreſſions :— 
© God was pleaſed To SEND ME Our FIRST, to 
1 enlighten me FIRST, my buſineſs ſeems to be 
„ chiefly in PLANTING, if God ſends you to 
« WATER, I praiſe his name.”* So that it evi- 


dently appears Mr. Vhitgſield was firſt enlightened, 


and firſt went out upon the work of LAN TIN G, and 
Mr. Weſley voLLOwWED AFTER ; Or Without any rea- 
ſon whatever that great and good man told him the 
moſt unmeaning and filly falſehood that can be 
conceived. All therefore that appears 1s this, Mr. 
Whiatefield found Mr. Weſley a cloſe ſtudent of Tay- 


tor's holy living and ching, and other books of a ſi- 


milar ſtamp ; Mr. Weſlzy was then alſo according 
to his own. account, not enlightened, } and as he has 


A 4 on- 
See Mr, Muuitęfield's letters, vol. 1. p. 205. 


{ The firſt time the Lord was pleaſed to manifeſt ſalvation 
through Chriſt to Mr, Whitefield was, about April, 1736. Mr, 
Wefley acknowledges in the moſt awful language, in different 
places in his firſt Journal, that he (according to his own poor 
views of converſion) never was converted to God 'till May 
24, 1738, (chat is above two years after Mr, Whitefield had re- 
ceived the bleſſed light of life) ſo that if Mr, Weſley did begin 
the preſent revival of religion, which is abſolutely falſe, be it 
known unto all men, that he began it dlindfold, For, ſeveral 
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continued in the ſame principles ever fince, at- 
tended with a duplicity of conduct by no means 
honorable to his profeſſion, it becomes more and 


more the opinion of many ſerious Chriſtians, that 
he has continued unenlightened ever ſince. Happy 

7: ov 2 hall 
years iter. ke:wis ordained, he frankly ackhowledges, he 
was entirely ignorant of the method of ſalvation, and What he 


Preached then he preaches flill. Nay, 1 verily fear that 
when he poſitively declared himſelf to be unenlightened, he had 


more real light than ever-he has had ſince. - Mind how he 
expreſſes the lamentable ſtate of his ſoul in what he calls his 
unenlghtened days. . 1 L204 

* It is now two years and almoſt four months, ſince I left 
my native country, in order to teach the Georgian Indians the 
nature of Chriſtianity : But what have I learned myſelf in 


the mean time? Why (what I the leaſt of all expected) that 


I who went to America to convert others, Was never myſelf 
converted to Gop. I am not mad, though I thus ſpeak ; but J 


Jheak the words of truth and ſoberneſs; if haply ſome of thole 


who {till dream may awake, and ſee, that as I am, fo are 
they. | | 


4 Are they read in philoſophy ? So was I. In antient or 


modern tongues ? So was I alſo. Are they verſed in the ſci- 


ence of divinity ? I too have ſtudied it many years. Can they 
talk fluently upon ſpititual things? The very ſame could I do. 
Are they plenteous in alms? Behold I gave all my goods to 
feed the poor. Do they give of their labour as well as of 
their ſubſtance ? I have laboured more abundantly than they 
all. Are they willing to jufer ſor their brethren? I have 
thrown up my friends, reputation, eaſe, country ; I have put 


my life in my hand, wandering into ſtrange lands; I have 
given my body to be devoured by the deep, parched up with 


eat, conſumed by toil and wearineſs, or whatſoever Gop 


ſuould pleaſe to bring upon me. But does all this (be it more 
or leis, it matters not) make me acceptable to Gop ? Does 


all I ever did or can, know, jay, give, do or ſuffer, juſtify me in 


his fight? Yea, or the conſtant uſe F all the means of grace? 
{which nevertheleſs is meei, right and our bounden duty) Or, 
that 7'know nathung of myfelf, that I am as touching outward, 


moral righteouſneſs blameleſs? Or, (to come cloſer yet) the 


« Having a Yatſornak conviction of all the truths of Chriſtianity ? 


ſhall I be if Mr. IWeſley's more conſiſtent behaviour 


beloved in the goſpel of Chriſt! 


faith, | 
_*# O why is it, that fo great, ſo wiſe, ſo holy a Gov, will 
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convinces me that I among others am miſtaken in 
this reſpect, that I may publicly retract my ſuſpici- 
ons, and own, honor and reſpe& him as a brother 


Does all this give me a claim to the holy, heavenly, divine 
character of a Chriflian? By no means. If the oracles of 
Gov are true, if we are ſtill to abide by the law and the teſti- 
mony; all theſe things, though when enobled by faith in 
Curist, they are holy, and juſt and good, yet without it are 
dung and droſs, meet only to be purged away by the fire that 
never ſhall be quenched, - _ 1 | 
This then have I learned in the ends of the earth, that I 
am fallen ſhort of the glory of God :; That my whole heatt is al- 
together corrupt and abominable, and conſequently my whole life, 
{ſeeing it cannot be, that an evil tree ſhould bring forth good 
fruit :) That alienated as I am from the life of Gop, I am a child 
4 wrath, an heir of Hell: That my own works, my own ſuf- 
erings, my on righteouſneſs, are ſo far from reconciling me 
to an offended Gop, ſo far from making any atonement for 
the leaſt of thoſe fins, which are more in number than the hairs 


of my head, that the moſt ſpecious of them need an atone- | 


ment themſelves, or they cannot abide his righteous judg- 
ment : That having the ſentence of death in my heart, and hav- 
ing nothing in or of myſelf, to plead, I have no hope, but 
that of being juſtified freely, through the redemption that is in 
Jeſus : 1 have no hope, but that if I ſeek I ſhall find the Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having my own righteoujneſs, but that which 
is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of Gov by 
See firſt Journal, p. 68, 69. ral 


a 
(e 


thou ſendeſt whom thou wilt ſend, and ſheweſt mercy by 


* whom thou wilt ſhew mercy! Amen! Be it then accord- 


ule ſuch an inſtrument as me! Lord, let the dead bury their 


ing to thy will! If thou ſpeak the word, Judas ſhall caſt 


„ out Devils. | 


* All my works, my righteouſneſs, my prayers, need an 
* atonement for themſelves. So that my mouth is ſtop'd; I 
have nothing to plead. Gop is holy, I am unholy, Goo 
is a conſuming fire, I am altogether a ſinner, meet to be 
* conſumed,” —= See ſecond Journal, p. 23. . 


But 


dead ! But wilt thou ſend the dead to raiſe the dead ? Vea, 


4 1 

But fhould any judge that Mr. Whitefield is an 
fl improper perſon to give evidence upon the occa- 
fon, Mr. John Weſley ſhall be ſet in battle array 
| againſt 'himſelf. This has frequently been done 
| with ſome ſucceſs. Now what follows I ſele& from 
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his own journals. After Mr. Whitefield had ferſt 
taken the field, and engaged in preaching among 


Ii the colliers in Kingſwood near Briſtol, Mr. Weſley tells 
ll us in thoſe curious regiſters, that he received a 
| letter from him, (Mr. Whitefield) inviting him to 
Wl come and do likewiſe. This invitation Mr. 
i Meſtey, then © exceedingly ſcrupulous about order, was 
it | * not at all forward to accept, but at length he is 


| brought to a determination by the following ex- 
traordinary methods ; whether rational. or not, I 
5 muſt leave to the determination of others. Firſt, 
| he conſulted the bible, as he would a fortune-teller, 
it | | | by 


Such was. Mr. Weſley's language; but it is now near forty 


* years ago: would not many have concluded, that he was then 
10 like the young man in the goſpel, not far from the kingdom 
bn of God. But alas! ſince that time, how dreadfully has he 
| been waxing worſe and _ I do not mean to prove his pal- 
It pable contradiftions by theſe quotations from his own Jour- 
| nals, but what is abundantly more awful, his entire departure 
| from the ſuburbs of the goſpel. For this very ſame man that 


itt cCould ſo juſtly exclaim againſt himſelf in 1798, as the vileſt of 
the vile, and againſt ſeeting ſalvation by the works of the law, 
can in 1770, ſolemnly declare before all his preachers, that 

we are to do good works in order that we may find favor with God. 
1 That every believer works FOR as well as from life. That AI L who 
08 are convinced of fin UNDERV ALUE THEMSELVES in 


ih | EVERY 7efpeft; in ſhort, that we are to be rewarded Acco 
1 ING TO THE MERIT OF WoRESs.— The Lord deliver deluded 
1 ſouls from the dangerous pelagian tenets of this unhappy re- 
It N | volter from the truths of the goſpel ! 
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dy opening as chance might direR to different texts; 


he alſo tells us what theſe texts were; I tranſcribe 


ſome of them; And ſome of them would have taken 
him but no man laid hands on him. Get thee up into 
this mountain and die in the mount whither thou goeſt up, 
and be gathered unto thy people. And devout men car- 
ried Stephen to his burial and made great lamentation 
over him. But theſe texts he did not think ſufflei- 
ently ſatisfactory, and to be ſure, it requires con- 


ſiderable invention to find out from them why he 
ſhould go to Briſtol to preach, ſooner than on a 


pilgrimage to the Holy Land. This, therefore, 
vas not near enough for one of his avowed hatred 
to ſuperſtition and enthufiaſm,* upon which we are 


next informed, that his brother Charles had a reve- 
lation from another text, equally, one would 
think, as much to the purpoſe as thoſe quoted 
before; Son of man, behold J take from thee the de- 
fire of thine eyes with a ſtrołe, yet thou ſhalt not mourn 
nor weep, neither ſhall thy tears run down. Then again, 


that he might not move a fingle ſtep but as the 
ſoundeſt reaſon conducted him throughout, according 


to his accuſtomed method, HE NEXT CASTS 
LOTS, and the lot determined Mr. Jolin ſhould 
go, and then, to conclude all, he and others that 


were with him, again have recourſe to opening the 
bible, to conſult it as they did before. The 


texts that preſented themſelves were theſe : Now 


See Sermon, p. g1, 92. 


7 


there 


oo 


232 


1 
there, was long war between the houſe of Saul and tht 
houſe of David, but the houſe of David waxed ftronger 
and ſtronger, and the houſe of Saul weaker and weaker. 
When wicked men have ſlain a righteous perſon in his 
own houſe upon his bed, ſhall J not now require his 
blood. at your hands, and take you away from the earth. 


And Ahaz flept with his father, and they buried him in 


the city even in Jeruſalem. Now though theſe are 


ſtrange texts one would think for his purpoſe, yet 


mind his own account how he commenced field- 


Preacher, and this he calls entering upon a new pe- 


riod of his life. IT take it verbatim as I find it. 
% Saturday, March 31, in the evening I reached 
« Briſtol, and met Mr. Whitefield, 1 could ſcarce re- 
&* concile myſelf at firſt to this ſtrange way of preaching 
et in the fields, OF WHICH HE SET ME AN 
«© EXAMPLE on Sunday, having been all my life 
te time, till very lately, ſo tenacious of every 
© point relating to decency and order, that I 
“ ſhould have thought the ſaving of ſouls almoſt 
« a ſin, if it had not been done in a church.”* 
Thus I now think I have proved my point, T and 
if 


* See Mr. Weſley's Journals from Auguſt 12, 1738, to No- 


vember 1, 1739, p. 28, 29, and g8. 
+ Since I have been in Briſtol I have converſed with dif- 


ferent ſerious perſons, who well remember Mr. Whitefield's 


firſt arrival in this city, where, as he expreſſes it in his Jour- 
nals, p. 130, he firſt broke the ice in regard o field-preaching : 
Not long after, upon Mr. Ihitefield's invitation, Mr. Weſley 
arrives; where then was Mr. Meſley's conſcience before God, 


firſt to inſinuate in what he calls his ſermon, and then after- 


wardsto vindicate his falſe inſinuation in his pretended anſwer 


"= 


ERS 


LW 1 
1 if after all this I ſhould find myſelf incapable of 


| 1 ſuppoſing Mr. Veſley to be altogether poſſeſſed of 
A the wiſdom of a Solomon, or the honeſty of a Na- 
4 | - « thanidl, ſome, I truſt, will vouchſafe me a pardon 
| 4 | for my incredulity. 1 LES: | 
Z | We will next obſerve with what ſucceſs Mr. g 
I Weſley gets rid of the charge of not having written / 
I | a ſingle line tending to vindicate or illuſtrate any f 
4 | one fundamental dottrine of the goſpel. In order 1 
4 | to do this, he anſwers, that he inculcated love ta 
3 God and love to man; now however excellent theſe 
F grand leading precepts of tne law are in their place, 
"i and which, as I ſaid before, independent of goſpel 
1 ö principles, are nothing better than mere ſcraps of | 
the religion of nature, (and nature, or natural con- | 
ſcience may give us her mandates, but it is only 
grace that can enable us to obey ;) yet would any. 1 
one but Mr. John Weſley call theſe fundamental doc- 
trines of the goſpel ? | | 
But does he ſucceed better in his attempts to | 


clear himſelf of the ſcandal of having ſlandered 
the memory of Mr. Whitefield ? In order to con- 
firm the charge, we will juſt review a ſtate of the 
caſe. Now it is evident throughout the whole of 
the ſermon, his attempt is to place diſſenters in the 

| loweſt 


to the laſt pamphlet, that he was the firſt that went forth for 
God. Now I have no ſort of doubt but in his next reply to 
what I now advance, he will find out ſome eaſy ſhift, either 
that he did not mean what he ſaid, or elſe that he forgot it. 


CY 

loweſt point of view, for by diſſenting from the 
church, he'tells us, their uſefulneſs is almoſt im- 
mediately at an end, that they do ſcarce any good 
but in their own little body :* thus having treated 
our fellow proteſtant brethren the difſenters with 
ſo much contempt, contrary to all ſenſe and mean- 
ing, he next aims at putting Mr. Whitefield among 
the number of theſe almoſt uſeleſs animals, by 
palming upon the world what I till maintain to be 
a barefaced untruth, in ſaying that Mr. Whitefield had 
ſtrong prejudices againſt the church. Now as I had 
hl the honor of a perſonal acquaintance with that 
ll moſt valuable ſervant of God, I well remember 
| to have heard him ſpeak both in private and pub- 

i lic moſt reſpectfully of the church, both in regard 
| to her diſcipline and doftrine; and with how 
much truth Mr. Weſley could lay Mr. Wiitefield's 
|| ſuppoſed diſaffection to the church upon the 
|  _ - Preſbyterians in New-England, will appear from 
lit a letter of Mr. Whitefield's, to the late Biſhop of 
|! Bangor, written near twenty years after Mr. 
ql!  Whatefield's firſt connections with America. As it is 
ſo full to our purpoſe; I give the public the follow- 
Wit ing extract from it, that it may ſtill further appear 
ö how little Mr. Weſtey was guided by honor and con- 
- in his treatment of the ſacred dead. God, 

* * even that God by whom I am to be judged, 

can witneſs, that with a diſintereſted view to 
promote 


il; See Sermon, p. 36. 


[ 15 ] 


« promote his glory and the welfare of precious 
% and immortal ſouls, I entered into holy orders, 
% according to the form of ordination of the 


« Church of England; and as thouſands can teſ- 


« tify, for near theſe twenty years laſt paſt, I have 
« conſcientiouſly defended her homilies and arti- 
cles, and upon all occaſions ſpoken well of her 
« liturgy. Either of thoſe, together with her dil- 


e cipline, I am ſo far from renouncing, much leſs 


„from throwing aſide all regard to; that I ear- 
* neſtly pray for the reſtoration of the one, and 
daily lament the wanton departure of too, too 
„many from the other.” A little further in the 
ſame letter, But hitherto having obtained help 


of God, without eating a morſel of the church 


of England's bread, I till continue to uſe her 
* liturgy wherever a church or chapel is allowed 
* me, and preach up her articles, and enforce her 
* homilies, your Lordſhip, therefore, judgeth 
* exceeding right, when you ſay, I preſume you 


* do not mean to declare any diſſent from the 


* church of England; far be it from me, no, my 
Lord, unleſs thruſt out I ſhall never leave her, 
and even then (as I hope whenever it happens it 
will be an unjuſt extruſion) I ſhall ſtill continue 


* to adhere to her doctrines, and pray for the 


much wiſhed-for reſtoration of her diſcipline, 
© even to my dying v. No does this ſound 


* Sec Mr. Whitefeld' Letters, Vol. g. . 159. | 
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like the language of an honeſt man who had 
ſtrong prejudices againſt the church ? From what I 
obſerved before of the whole of Mr. Whitefield's 
deportment towards the church, together with 
what is here further added, either that moſt emi- 
nent ſervant of God was a notorious difſembler, or 
elſe this moſt ungenerous man has been guilty of 
the crime I lay to his charge, of flandering the me- 
mory of the dead ; and as to his calling him a good 
man, when he makes him out by the faireſt deduc- 
tions nothing better than a time, ſerving hypocrite, if 
this be not, (however the expreſſion may have 
been condemned for its ſeverity, and though I 
now wiſh even that had been omitted, in the way 
WY it was there introduced,) yet if this be not 
| 5 ungodly craft, pray what is? I ſincerely wiſh Mr: 
| John Weſley a ſenſe of his miſcondutt and grace to 
lll amend. . 
| But ſince Mr. We Weſley ſtill continues to vindicate 
i M his unjuſt reflections upon Mr. Whatefeeld's charac- 
| ter, I think there needs no apology for my giving 
li the world another ſpecimen of his ſincerity in his 
pretended attachment to the church. 
In Mr. Whitefield's laſt voyage to America, Mr. 
Cornelius Winter, a worthy and upright ſervant of 
God, attended him; and in ſome converſation 
about religious affairs, Mr. Whitefield mentioning. 
with concern the diſtance at which his clerical 
brethren ſtood from him, told Mr. Winter, that 
| Mr, 


1 


Mr. Join We eſte offered to ordain his lay preachers if 
Mr. Whatefield would join ham, but that he rejected 
this overture, replying to Mr, We eſley, that if he ever 
did ordain, he ſhould do it for his own congre- 
gations ; but that he did not chuſe to do it, for by ſo 
doing he ſhould caſt off all connections with the eftabliſhed | 
church. So that hereby Mr. Whitefield proved q 
himſelf to be the church-man, and Mr. Weſley, | 
when he thought it might beſt anſwer his purpoſe, 
the diſſenter. I have Mr. Winter's fulleſt appro- 
bation and conſent, to tell the world that he is | 
ready to maintain the truth of the above To Mx. 4 
WesLEY HIMSELF, Or any that may diſpute it. 

However, whether independency or epiſcopacy 


9 tis all one to Mr, Weſley, as appears from his 
1 wanting epiſcopal conſecration from Eraſmus, — 


whether the real or pretended biſhop of Arcadea 
is not now the matter of diſpute, This, however, 
Mr. Weftey denies ; and as he has publicly called 
upon me to produce my evidence, I readily grant 
him what he is pleaſed to demand ; this he ſhall 
have in an extract from a letter received from 4 
friend, One Mr. Aroin, of the Borough, near 
* London, a bigotted devotee to Mr, John Weſley, 
* owned it to me as an incontrovertible fact, and 
* it is not three months ago, ſince the Rev. Mr. R- 
* aſſured me, that he was told by Eraſmus himſelf, 
# that Mr. Charles We eſtey offered bim forty guineas 

B 
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if he would conſecrate his brother John a 
** Biſhop.” Now I hope no offence i in giving Mr. 
Weſley the ſatis faction he has been pleaſed to de- 


mand. 


And it is no wonder as he cid to procure 
conſecration as a Biſhop for himſelf, that he 


ſhould have obtained an inferior ordination for 


ſome of his lay-preachers. Some may judge that 


it was a wiſer ſtep in them to accept of this ordi- 
nation than do as others of them have done, admi- 


niſter the. ſacraments without any ordination 
whatever. This too Mr. Weſley ſays he is ignorant 


of; I own I ſuſpe@ him here, becauſe I can pro- 


duce, if demanded, the evidence of a worthy cler- 
gyman that can prove the fact. Nor ſhould I have 
taken the leaſt notice of his notorious deviation 


from the church, in reſpe& to diſcipline, in build- 


ing meeting- houſes, getting them licenced, and in 


Heading a ſet of preachers, many of whom are 
fworn-diſſenters, had he but kept within due bounds | 


in regard to others, who have been decently and 


regularly, though not epiſcopally ordained: con- 


ſequently, dare not follow his ungenerous exam- 
ple in treating their diſſenting brethren with oblo- 
quy and contempt, while they daily ſhelter them- 
ſelves under the protection of thoſe excellent laws 


| the wiſdom of the legiſlature has granted them. 
As to his flying to the protettion of Mr. Haller | 


Sellon, 
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Sellon, by way of refuge from the charge of his 
being a doctrinal apoſtate from the church of Eng- 
land, though it really ſeems ſtrange that after 
reading the articles any man ſhould judge our re- 
formers meant to maintain free-will, the merit of 
works, and to deny the doArines of election, &c. 
Yet Mr. Weſley muſt know the unfortunate Mr. 
Sellon has been ſufficiently expoſed in his poor 
attempt to arminianize the eſtabliſhed church, by 
one whoſe maſterly arguments have fully demon- 


firated, that ſhe hates ſuch deteſtable tenets as bad 


as Mr. Weſley does to be conſiſtent with himſelf. . 

Were it not that it would ſwell the pamphlet far 

beyond the ſeize intended ; I could next bring the 
fulleſt proof of the falſhood of thoſe baſe reflections, 
he has publiſhed in his ſermon, and ſtill abides by, 


againſt Lady Huntingdon, and her miniſters and 


ſtudents. For how inconſiſtent is it to ſuppoſe 
that ſhe is laboring to form independent congregations, 

at the ſame time that ſhe ſtrictly forbids all indepen- 
dent miniſters, and every one elſe not epiſcopally or- 
dained, to adminiſter the ſacraments in any place 

under her patronage and protection. While, 
therefore, ſome have conceived that valuable 
Lady to be rather in an extreme in her altachment 


to the church, Mr. John Weſley holds her forth to 


the world as, being juſt the reverſe. And ſince he 
ſays he can make good his allegations, as he has 


B 2 demanded 
* Sce Mr, Toplady's hiſtoric proof. 
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ſl demanded proof from me, let me now requeſt the ü 
lt ſame from him. As to her ſtudents, firſt, I ac- 


knowledge that there are ſome, though J believe 4 
but very few, good young men amongſt them that 1 
were educated among the diſſenters, conſequently 3 


—— eo 
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ji may have a bias that way, and perhaps Mr. Weſley 
00 has found out that one or two of theſe may have 
0 ſpoken ſome hot-headed things againſt the church. 
0 Others again, having been refuſed epiſcopal ordi- 
nation, and conſequently in a meaſure being 
driven from the church, 'tis no wonder if here 


| and there a few of theſe have eſteemed it their 
| duty to give their labors to our brethren the dil- 

| ſenters, and ſettle amongſt them. But I call upon 
| 


| Mr. Weſley firſt, like a man of honor, not to ſtab 
| the ſacred charatters of the miniſters of the goſpel 


in the dark, but to ſtand forth and redeem his ſhat- 


lt tered reputation before the world, and declare the 
| names of thoſe p1$HoNEST CLERGY, belonging to 
(ij ber Ladyſhip, and produce his evidence againſt 
ll ALMOST ALL, (to be ſure he cannot mean leſs 


9 than three-fourths, and ſhe has as many as forty, 
fig if not more,) I ſay, let him prove faithfully to the 
wa public, that they diſclaim the church, nay, that they 
li ſpeak of it upon ALL OCCASIONS with EXQUI- 
[ll SITE BITTERNESS AND CONTEMPT.* 
i | Now if he cannot prove lt this, I'muſt beg Jeave 
| l to think for myſelf concerhing the honeſty; c. of 
"HR Mr, 
1 See Sermon, p. 43. 8 
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Mr. John Weſley, and leave others to judge whe- 
ther he deſerves the moſt gentle treatment for ſuch 
haſe inveRtives ſent forth the kingdom over, againſt 
one of the moſt honorable charatters in the world, 
and thoſe connected with her. 
I alſo beg leave not to be underſtood as ſpeaking 
againſt ſerious diſſenters of any denomination, in 
vindicating the charadter of Lady Huntingdon, and 
the memory of Mr. Whitefield from the aſperſions 
of Mr. Weſley. On the contrary, as we never can 
ſee things alike in this preſent imperfe& ftate, may 
J ever prove that I love, honor, and reſpeR all 
good men amongſt them, who eſteem it their duty 
from principles of conſcience to declare their 
diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church. 
Whether I have or have not miſrepreſented 
Mr. John Weſley, in regard to his tenets, muſt next 
be conſidered. Now he does not deny but in his 
Norwich ſtage meditation he renounced both the 
phraſe and thing, firſt, of the righteouſneſs * then of 
the atonement of Chriſt, but that he only renounces 
them as explained by the Aniinoman (he means 
according to his uſual want of candor, the Calui- 
= niſtic) 
* Whenever Mr. Weſley "ſays he does not deny the doc- 
trine of imputed righteouſne(s, he means the does not deny the 
doctrine of imparted holineſs, now theſe are two branches of 
Chriſtian theology, entirely different from each other; a real 
Antinomian may as well ſay he does not deny the neceſſity of 


regeneration, by evading the charge, in ſaying, that he holds 
FFF charge, in ping, WE y HOY 


— 
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niſtic) writers. This is his way If coming of. 


He alſo acknowledges the exatineſs of the quota- 


tion from his ſermon, which f again tranſcribe, 


It can never be conſiſtent with God's unerring | 
« wiſdom to think that 1 am innocent, or judge 


nh that I am righteous becauſe another is ſo, he 


66 can no more in this manner confound, me with | 
« Chriſt than with David and Abraham.” Now here 


I leave it without a comment ; this is Juſt what 
Mr. We eſley ſays, but 1 it ſeems he means quite other- 


wiſe. | But if he fays one thing and means another, 


pray where | is his honeſty: ? So in regard to merit, 


thoſe moſt hateful minutes of 1770, I fear ſeem to 


be the ſtanding creed. of Mr. We "ſley and too many 
of his unhappy followers ; ; and as they bring mat- 
ters to a point, till God gives him grace to recant,* 

they cannot be too often quoted againſt him. 
But Mr. We eſley hopes 1 have not read Mr. Fletcher” $ 
Checks—yes—and with ſome attention too, and 


thought him a ſincere, though a bigotted and 


fiery Arminian, till I came to bis third volume, 
where I found he had publiſhed a moſt horrible 


maniſeſto, in language almoſt blaſphemous, and 


forged my brother's name and mine at the con- 
cluſion of it; I then e to ger him. But 
as 


* I own I knew the miſtake was corrected concerning 
Enoch and Elijah. Nor did I know of the note charging this 
miſtake again upon Mr, Wefley, till I ſaw it in print. Here 
then I ſet Mr. Neſley the example of recantation, may he. learn 
from his various inconſiſtencies to follow it. 
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18 3 
as I now confeſs my own miſtakes, in the warmth 
of controverſy, I truſt the ſame grace may be gi- 
ven to him, that he may learn to do likewiſe.* 
Still, however, let Mr. Fletcher have written ever 
ſo much, or ever ſo well in regard to the afore- 
ſaid minutes, after all wire-drawings and refine- 
ments, after all the combined powers of metaphor 
and declamation, they ſtand juſt as before ; and I 
might as well ſay, that Cardinal Bellarmine meant 
to libel the Pope in vindicating his ſupremacy, as 
that Mr. Weſley did not mean to deny the grand pro- 
teſtant doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, or that 
he does not expreſly as well as implicitly maintain 
the merit of works, while he till holds forth the 
following molt dreadful propoſitions, as his ſenti- 
ments, to the world. We are rewarded accord- 
ing to our works, yea, BECAUSE OF our works, 
how differs this from rox THE SAKE Ov our 
works? And how differs this from ſucundum 


B 4 | MERITA 


As I have been lately informed, that Mr. Fletcher is 
conſiderably ſoftened, both in ſentiment and behaviour, I am 
ſorry his name was mentioned in the laſt pamphlet with the 
leaſt apparent diſreſpect, as I ſtill hope, and pray the time 
may come, when he will expreſs his concern for the many 
groſs miſrepreſentations of our ſentiments he hath ſent forth 
to the world in the warmth of controverſy, and gladen the 
hearts of thouſands, who reſpect him as an honeſt, though 
miſtaken man, by renouncing merit, and exalting the Saviour 
as all in all to the believing ſoul, This many good people 
have been taught to do, who ſtill differ in ſome points rela- 
tive to particular election and univerſal redemption, | 
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MRzirA operum, or according as our works 


DESERVE.'* As, therefore, it ſeems very difficuli 
at any time to judge of the meaning of Mr. Weſley, 


yet, as theſe expreſſions are common terms, let com- 


mon ſenſe declare the MzANiNG OF THE WORDS. 

I next obſerve in my ſtrictures upon the laſt 
year's minutes, that Mr. Weſley ſpeaks againſt the 
doctrines of grace with as much venom as ever. 
This he denies, and produces what he calls his 
proof. Now let us obſerve it. 00 Calviniſm has 
* been the greateſt hindrance of the work of 
© God'—{conſequently Calviniſts are the greateſt 


hinderers of the work of God; another ſpecimen 


of Mr. Weſley's candor, this) What next? he aſks 


what makes men ſwallow it fo greedily ? Now mind 


the anſwer—Becauſe it is ſo agreeable to fleſh and 
blood. Was ever reaſon ſo unjuſt and cruel? Can 


we ſuppoſe a more beaſlly motive to dwell in a 


devil incarnate, than he here charitably ſuppoſes to 
dwell in a Calviniſt? And this is ſpeaking with No 
7 N . N 


* really judge it to be a very ſerious affair, that when 
it is urged again{t' many, not of the ſincere, but the really 
deluded followers of Mr, John Meſley, that this doctrine of 


merit is the doctrine of the Papiſts, they will directly anſwer, 


and what if it is, fo is the being of a God; thus are they at 
length brought to apologize for the moſt dangerous tenet that 
Popery can hold forth to the world. Others of them it ſeems 


are taught to ſpeak ſomewhat more exactly in the language of 


Trent, by ſaying, that the good works of believers merit through 
Chrift, Imention theſe things that real proteſtants may beware 
of theſe pernicious tenets of the Reverend Mr. Zohn Weſley, 

for that gentleman has been travelling towards Trent full 


_. Biiriy 3ears, and now he is got to his journey's end. 


* 


venom, but his preachers are direQed thus to tra- 
duce our ſentiments in love and gentleneſs, And I 
think moreover, though I have not the minutes 
at preſent by me, that there is ſomething further 


about a fweet look, ſoft voice and accent, but if he 


does not make TRUTH an ingredient in his love, I 


could heartily wiſh him to keep il to himſelf. Once 


for all, Mr. Weſley KNOWS ve deteft ſuch Calvi- 
niſm as would teach us to live in ſin, and that we 
| know of no predeſtination but ſuch as abſolutely 
decrees, in the ule of the means, the deſtruction 
of ſin, and holineſs of heart and life. 
Mr. Weſley further adds, upon what I obſerved 
about ſluts getting into preaching-houſes, my mean- 


ing has been miſrepreſented, my words were not 


preaching-houſes,* but houſes ; as alſo about ſaying 
my Lady, 1 only forbad my preachers boaſting 


themſelves of my Lady,—and thus to be ſure they 
ſhould not do, having no my Lady to boaſt them- 


ſelves of, —But ſuch, it ſeems, were my wonderful 


and important miſtabes! What a pity that I had not | 


the minutes themſelves at hand, that theſe capital 
blunders might have been avoided! However, I 


| Can 
And yet I think there is ſomething ſaid in thoſe curious mi- 
nutes about preaching-houſes, as well as houſes, for does he not 
obſerve, that preachers houſes ſhould not be converted into 
coffee-houſes ? True, for without all doubt goſſipping and 
juncating ſhould certainly be avoided ; however, as the for- 

mer pamphlet contained ſome turns of ridicule, that had bet- 


ter been omitted, I now forbear, leſt I ſhould again be guilty 
of the like offence, 5 bs 


| 
[ 
ö 
19 
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1 can n appeal to the ſearcher of hearts, that I W no 
1 means intended to miſrepreſent Mr. Weſley, yet 
would ] I have him erioully 1 to conſider, at the next 

conference, whether it is worth while to call his 


preachers from the remoteſt corners of the king- 
|| dom, to give attendance upon ſuch poor trite 
||| RR obſervations, and whether inſtead of ſuch low, 
mit "ID mean ſneers againſt the Calviniſts in general, and 
lh that ele& Lady in - particular, ſomething better 
1 i ought not to be expełted, from one that would 
Wl ſuſtain the charatter of an aged miniſter of che 
10 goſpel of Chriſt. 

WA © I next return him a ſhort anſwer in regard to 
Ml his political inconſiſtencies. Firſt, he. confeſles 
| be did think the Americans contended for legal 


Aber: ſhould he not then att more like a Chriſ- 
tian concerning thoſe that think ſo ſtill? But as ſoon 


| as he was convinced they ſought independency, he 

| 0 knew they were in the wrong. But if he ſpeaks 

| il truth, he knew this from the authority of his bro- 

(WR ther Charles years ago.* Thus in his apology he 

| il makes bad ten times worſe, and repreſents himſelf 
| Ii to the world as one of the worſt rebels in the land, 
Wh | for he vindicated theſe revolters while he knew they 

in | were Wrong. | 
| il But mind how he TEN AO i again, firſt, 
ng he makes it the topic of his public and private 

| "l | _ converſation, 
ll | | See Calm Addreſs to the inhabitants of England, p. 6. 
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convertaton and recommends ; a book to prove 
that the Americans have an exclufive right to tax 

themſetves, then veres about, and in his pirated 
extract from Dr. Johnſon's Taxation no Tyranny, 
declares the Americans have no ſuch excluſive right ; 
for what then does he bring their independency i into 
queſtion ? That can never affect the : argument one 
way or the other, unleſs merely as it tends to 
darken counſel and blind peoples eyes. As to 
what he further ſays of Mr. Evanss TraQts having 
been confuted over and over; I reply, The public 
are the beſt judges v whether they have or not, but 
that Mr.! Weſley has been fully and publicly convicted 
by Mr. Evans of the palpable fa Mood 1 mentioned 
in my former pamphlet, is a truth which the moſt 
zealous of his advocates dare not deny, to what- 
ever cauſe they may aſcribe it. Nor can I ima- 
gine any other reaſon for Mr. We eſtey's calling Mr. 


Evans 's Trakts, low and | ſcurrilous, but their having 


immoveably fixed upon him this falſhood, attended 
with the moſt extraordinary circumſtances that 
could well be combined upon ſuch an occaſion. 
And after all, before Mr. Weſley talks again of 
Mr. Evans's Tracts having been confuted over and 
over, he ſhould remember that Mr. Evans's laſt 
'TraQt, entitled, Political Soph iſtry detefled, has to 
this hour, as I am informed, received no anſwer 
at all, And before any condemn me for my ſeve- 


ity, 
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rity, I think I have a right to demand of them to 


ſpend about fix or ſeven minutes in reading the 


ſtate of the caſe, then let them judge, not as preju- 


dice and partiality, but as conſcience and common ſenſe 
ſhall direct.“ 


Again, he denies that he meant to a all 


ede as rebels; but ſee whether 1 in p. 20, of 
his ſecond Calm Addreſs this ungenerous man does 
not attack them in a boch, and let the world judge 


how he can anſwer it to God, his King, and 
Country, to bear ſuch falſe witneſs againſt thoſe 
ſtedfaſt friends to the preſent family upon the 


. throne, as to ſay, © they revile and lightly eftcem the 
« ſacred perſon of the King, that they are opening. 


e their bps againſt tam,” and laſtly | to inſinuate, that 
* they 


* Since all may not be able to procure the Rev. Mr. Evans's 

"TraQ, mentioned in the place referred to, I give this ſhort 
narration of the fat, —- _ 

When Mr. Wefley was charged with his old crime of incon- 


m ſtency, in ſtrongly ' recommending a book written in favor 


of the Americans, entitled, A plea for the excluſtve Right of the 
Americans to tax themſelves, he declared he never jaw it with his 


eyes, ſoon after, by the - moſt reſpectahle and inconteſtable 
evidences it was proved point blank againſt him, that he had 


not only read the book himſelf, but recommended it to a variety 
of other perſons, eſpecially to his brother Charles, that it 
might open his eyes in regard to politics; and to complete the 


whole, cauſed it to be epitomiſed and inſerted in a feries of 


public neus papers, and yet after all this he ſays he Forgot it. 
Now the ſame concluſion I before made, I draw again, either 
his memory is remarkably bad, or his heart ten thouſand times 
bo . And I cannot help declaring, that whatever effect the 


above book might have had upon Mr. Charles Wefley's eyes. 
this circumſtance has ſo far opened my eyes, that I hope it can- 


not be deemed treaſon, to differ from many good People in 
my opinion of Mr. * IWeſiey. 
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« they have neither religion nor gratitude to reſtrain 
* them. = 

With equal truth he ſays that he no more 
meant to ſtir up the civil powers againſt the Cal- 
viniſtic than the Arminian methodiſts. But mind 
his words. In his ſecond calm addreſs, he ſays, 
* he truſts there are none of theſe (i. e. of the re- 
i hellious clan) in conneQtion with him.” And one 
can hardly ſappoſe him to be writing againſt re- 
bellious Arminian methodiſts, when he truſts there 
none of them to write againft. Beſides, he tells 
us, that they are the methodiſts that cordially hate 
him and thoſe connected with him, as dreadful he- 
retics. (God forbid we ſhould hate any man) But 
why do we cordially hate them? Ox Lv for believ- 
ing that God willeth all men to be ſaved, That is, 
Caviniſts cordially hate all them that believe, and 
only for believing univerſal redemption, I think 
this is making us out pretty near as bad as Papiſts 
for our bigotry. However, being one of theſe 
dreadful Calviniſts, one word I will venture to 
ſpeak for myſelf, That is, I moſt cordially Jove 
multitudes who from their hearts ſuppoſe the 
Americans are rebels, and alſo who believe that 
Chriſt died to ſave all.“ I moreover firmly be- 
lieve I do not hate Mr. Weſley himſelf, though 
8 e Fu, from 


* This many may do who can never credit Mr. Weſley in 


| His doftrines of perfection, merit of works, ſecond juſtyfication, 
&cCc. &c, | | | 


: 
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from what J conceive to be the duplicity of his 


condudt as a man, and from the dangerous noti- 


ons about merit he propagates, as a miniſter, I 
eſteem it my duty thus publicly to withſtand him. 

Now then we proceed, —behold his character of 
the Calviniſtic methodiſts. They are ſuch mon- 
ſters that he would no more continue in fellow- 
+ ſhip with them, than with whoremongers, ſabbath. 
* breakers, thieves, drunkards, or common-ſwearers,” 
ſince he gives us to underſtand, that“ there are 
not a few of theſe who hate the King ny 


— than they do an Arminian ;” and that by rai- 


«© ng at their governors, they are ſtirring up their 
« fellow ſubjects againſt them, for they ſpeak all man- 
ner of evil of them in private, if not in public too, 


and to complete the whole „by the bitterneſs of 
their ſpirits, the acrimony of their language, the 
„ POINT THEY WANT TO CARRY is tO UNHINGE 


6 THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, AND SET UP 


% ANOTHER IN ITS STEAD. And then adds, 


«© UNDOUBTEDLY when things of greater mo- 


ment are ſettled, they (viz. the civil rulers) will 


. find time for YOU.”'* Such are the words of 


this hater of perſecution ; ſuch are the breathings of 
this. meek and humble man, for the promotion of 


peace and univerſal love. Such alſo is his religious 


care and tender regard to the charatters of thoſe (I 
pens 


„Second calm addreſs, p 22, 23. 


. 
ſpeak of them as a body), who are daily praying 
for bleſſings upon the King, peace upon the king- 
dom, and wiſhing as much as in them lies to live peace- 
ably with all nens 
Now let the reader judge if it is our duty thus 


to ſee ourſelves traduced as traitors, Antinomians, 


and almoſt every thing that is vile, and yet ſay 
nothing in our own defence, while we let all that he 
is pleaſed to advance, be received as if true as the 
goſpel, by our not once ſtanding forth to declare 
our innocence in regard to the treaſons and An- 
tinomian tenets he is pleaſed to lay to our charge ? 

As I have now given what I conceive to be proof 
for every fingle fall J advanced in my laſt, relative 
to the merits of the cauſe, which, as I obſerved before, 

Mr. Meſley only denies, without ſcarcely the ſhadow 
of an argument to diſprove what is alledged a- 
gainſt him; I have only to leave the world to 
judge, whether Mr. Weſley has ated the part of a 
wiſe, good, or even honeſt man, in his ſeveral un- 
juſt reflections, both againſt the living and the 
dead? But whilſt I thus ſtedfaſtly maintain the 


truth 


* I was informed from very good authority, that when Mr, 
Weſley's ſecond calm addreſs was read in a large circle of ma- 
giſtrates, they really conceived that there muſt be ſome horrid 


plot actually forming amongſt Caviniſts and Diſſenters, for 


Pane. And how could they think otherwiſe, unleſs they 
ooked upon Mr. Weſley to be the moſt falſe and wicked man 
living upon the earth, for publiſhing ſuch things to the world, 
knowing them to be abſolutely untrue. 8 


this very purpoſe, to dethrone the King and eſtabliſh a re- 


2 23 
— 4 2” - 4 — 4 — 


— 
— —— — ACA PAPERS. — — 
— — 
— — 8 * * 
— lh > — 


I 
| 
* 
[ 
| 
; 
| 
| 
i 


L 32 J 


truth of what I have advanced, I take this pub- 
lic opportunity to acknowledge, that however ir- 
ritating the male- treatment and falſe inſinuations 
of Mr. Weſley might have been, a ſofter ſtyle and 
ſpirit, would better have become me; and in 
Juſtice to myfelf, I muft declare, that being abſent 
from the preſs,* ſome of the ſevereſt terms I I 
never faw till 1 read them in print, nor did the ori- 
ginal manuſcript contain the leaſt reflection upon 
lay-lubbers, or preaching barbers, coblers, tinkers, &c. &c. 
whichas Mr. Weſley juſtly obſerves, would have come 
with a very ill grace from me. I immediately ſent 
to London to rectify ſome of theſe miſtakes, but the 
impreſſion was all fold off, and though there was a 
qualifying note added to thoſe ſold in Briſtol, yet 
Judging it too ſevere, I ordered thoſe that re- 
mained unſold, upon my arrival in this city, where 


I ſtayed about three days on my journey to Wales, 


immediately to be called in; and though I had 
„ once 


* I was then itinerating in Devonſhire and Cornwall. 

+ However, I lament the many harſh terms that made their 
appearance in the laſt pamphlet, yet I think Mr. 7. Weſley 
has but very little reaſon to complain, when we review the 
following ſpecimen of ſome of the mild epithets, which theſe 
two meek and loving gentlemen, Meſſrs. ohn and Charles 
Weſley have conjointly given to the Calviniſts ; —Dzvirs 
FACTORS—SATAN'S SYNAGOGUE—CHILDREN OF THE OLD 
ROARING HELLISH MURDERER, WHO BELIEVE HIS LIE—AD- 
VOCATES FOR SIN— W1TNESSES FOR THE FATHER OF LIES— 
BLASPHEMERS—SATAN SENT PREACAERS—DEV1ILs—Li- 
ArRS—FlENDsS—Theſe terms are taken out of different poems, 


compoſed by thoſe gentlemen ; all of which, if I greatly 


miſtake not, are ſtill upon ſale, 


0 3 

once ſome thoughts of correcting the pamphlet 
for a ſecond edition, yet upon maturer deliberation, 
I judged it beſt to ſuppreſs it entirely. I wrote to 
London accordingly, But ſome time after, upon 
my return from Wales, I received intelligence that 
another edition was ſent forth with a poſtſcript, 
which, though it contained ſome of my objedtions 

to a private friend, and however ſatisfied I am 
| that it was meant for the beſt, yet I never expected 
to find it turned into an apology for a ſecond edi- 
tion. Upon this, as ſoon as I heard of it, I wrote 
to London and Briſtol to forbid the ſale. Thus 
have I done my utmoſt to prevent the evil that 
might ariſe from any wrong touches of the ark of 
God. 

As to Mr. Fohn Weſley, I muſt now jokes him to 
God and his own conſcience. He well knows the 
many ſevere and cruel ſpeeches he is ever uttering 
from place to place, not only againſt the doc- 
trines, but too frequently againſt the perſons of 
thoſe, who are conſtrained to believe, that whom 
the Lord loves, he loves to the end. The baſe reflec- 
tions he lately uttered againſt young Mr. Rowland 
and others, in the South of Wales, were ſhameful ; 
as I know not what end it would anſwer, I omit 
mentioning them at large ; would that it were pol- 
ſible to keep theſe things from the world! But 
from the pul pit and the preſs, our charatters are 

dc beſpattered, 


L 34 ] 
beſpattered, and our ſentiments moſt poly mil. 
repreſented. 

But ſome have Sb rell that Mr. Weſley was 
beloved and honored by Mr. Whitefield, who al- 
ways ſpoke of him in terms of the greateſt reſpe&. 
I anſwer, Mr. Whitefield never lived to ſee the mi- 
nutes of 1770, it was then that he firſt broacked 
Popery unthout à maſk ; multitudes till that time 
thought well of Mr. Weſley, but being aſtoniſhed at 
his tenets, they Zhen gave him up. 

Others have alſo ſuppoſed him worthy of re- 


ſpect becauſe of his age: gray hairs when found 


in the way of righteouſneſs are deſervedly to be 


| honored, but whether Mr. Weſley has been walk- 


ing in theſe paths in calumniating the living, traducing 
the dead, and palming barefaced falſhoods to the 


world, I leave others to determine. 


So alſo let it be ſuppoſed, that in learning and 


wiſdom few are his equals. Once it ſeems, accord- 
ing to what he hints of himſelf in his penny anſwer, 
he was a tutor to a college; and what if he were 


now poſſeſſed of the beſt biſhoprick in the land, I 


| ſhould as foon think of honoring a man upon ac- 


count of his good conſtitution, as merely on account 
of his great wiſdom, learning, or promotion; common 
ſenſe will declare, that a man is never truely great 


: till the grace of God has made him 7ruely good. 


But | he has a ace of zeal —ſo had the Phariſees, 
ſo 
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ſo have the Bramines.—Reprobated filver ſhall 


this therefore be called in that day when nothing 


ſhall paſs but that which is ſtampt with the image 
and ſuper ſcription of the goſpel of Chriſt. 


But after all, many good people ſtill maintain a 


veneration for Mr. Weſley, and think that all theſe 
things had much better been ſecreted from the 
world ; the only favor I have to requeſt of ſuch 
perſons, is for each of us to be contented to think 
and let think. God forbid that I ſhould in any wiſe 
deſpiſe the leaſt of my Maſter's children on ac- 
count of their opinion being different from mine, 
reſpedting any individual upon earth; if therefore 


they think proper to condemn me for ſhifting off 


a little of the calumny that has been caſt upon us, 


J am ſatisfied, I ſhall ſtill be enabled to prove my 


love towards them unalterably the ſame. 

I bleſs God, it is our mercy (who are called 
Calviniſts) that we can appeal to heaven, as well 
as to the conſciences of all our hearers, that in the 
integrity of our hearts, we are ever bearing the 
ſorfteſt witneſs againſt all iniquity, without the leaſt 


reſerve; and that we are making it the ſubje& of 


_ almoſt every diſcourſe, that without holineſs, perſonal 
and untverfal holineſs, no man ſhall fee the Lord, yet 
with the greateſt injuſtice, is Mr. Weſley ever brand- 


ing us with the deteſted name of Antinomuans, 
while he nuſt be convinced, that in our inmoſt 


C2 5 ſouls, 
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| fouls, we entirely diſown both the principles and 
practices of thoſe revolters from obedience ; inſo- 


much, that I have often known it to be a faQ, 
that when ſome of thoſe good people connefted 
with him, have ventured to break through his 
command, to hear what dreadful doctrines we 
Antinomians have to advance, they have been as 
much aſtoniſhed at what they have heard in favor 
of holineſs, as if they had been ſitting upon enchanted 
ground. 8 

There is a certain day ſpeedily to come in which 
it will appear, whether it be a love to holineſs, or 
a much baſer motive, I mean the fear of having 


his refleQions proved to be falſe, that influences 


him to lay this cowardly and unjuſt command 
upon the conſciences of his people, who have an 
undoubted right, both from the laws of God and 
man, and the ditiates of common. ſenſe, to hear 


for themſelves. And I now appeal to his people 


at large, whether he does not treat them as if they 
were the meaneſt dupes, (though ſuch I by no means 
intend to call them) in commanding them to go no 
where but to their pariſh churches,* let the miniſ- 


© 


* This prohibition of Mr, Wefley's is by no means to be 


wondered at, fince all unconverted people harp upon the 


lame ſtring. Do the unconverted clergy deny election? So 
does Mr. IWeflez, Do they deny imputed righteouſneſs ? So 
does Mr. Ney. Do they hold falling from grace? So does 
Mr. Heſley. Do they hold works as a condition of our juſ- 
tification? So does Mr, Wejley, Do they hold free will? So 
does Mr. Wefley, Da they talk about the law making a little 
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ter be ever fo erroneous in his principles and dif- 
ſolute in his pradice; and in proudly forbidding 
them to attend upon the miniſtry of any beſides, 
excepting his own, and ſuch as receive their com- 
miſfion from him. 2 
As to my brethren, that are happily convinced 
of the moſt bleſſed truths of everlaſting love, 
let them go forth as the Lord's free-men, let them 
hear what they will, read what they will, prove 
all things, and hold faſt that which is good. If 
they have received theſe doctrines from man, 
man may convince them otherwiſe, and the 
ſooner ſuch converts are removed from us the 
better ; though I am fully perſuaded, that where 
once the divine efficacy of all-prevailing love has 
manifeſted this glorious ſalvation to the ſoul, firm 
C3 as 


allowance for our frailties? So does Mr. Weſley in his preach- 
ing up what is called the remedial law, and what he fre- 
quently ſtiles the law of love. Do they hold the doctrines 
of merit and a ſecond juſtification ? Herein the unconverted 
clergy are generally more evangelical and much nearer the 
goſpel, In ſhort, is there one ſingle tenet in which the unen- 
lightened clergy and Mr, John II eſley are not perfectly agreed, 
excepting in his notion of , perfection? But if theſe clergy 
are ſtrangers to God, what lays the Lord Jeſus, My ſheep hear 
my voice and a ſtranger THEY WILL NOT FOLLOW. But Mr, 
Jolin Weſley gives an abſolute command to all Chriſt's ſheep, 
whether real or ſuppoſed, in his connection, to FoLLOW 
STRANGERS; and while he condemns the Calviniſts for not 
giving their hearers opportunity to FOLLOW STRANGERS, by 
meeting in church hours, he does the very ſame himſelf, no 
further off than in this city and Kingſwood. See Sermon, 
D. 20% © | | 3 
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as the everlaſting mountains ſhall they ſtand i in 


theſe bleſſed truths of God. 

1 am glad alſo of this opportunity earneſtly to 
requeſt ſuch as believe carefully to maintain good 
works, as being the only ſolid proof we can give 
before men that we belong to God. No perſon has 
any right to take the leaſt conſolation from the 
bleſſed dottrine of election, however full of fweet, 
pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort * it may be, but ſuch 


as prove the ſincerity of their hearts by the up- 


rightneſs of their lives; when, therefore, ſuch are 
ſtigmatized for Anlinomians, may they be enabled 
to prove the reverſe, by making conſcience of all 
they ſay and all they do. Such as have it in their 
power may they learn to make the poor man's 
pocket the bank for their riches. Let them re- 
member the divine direction given by our Lord, 


to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to viſit the fick 
and impriſoned, and as they would wiſh to manifeſt - 


mercy to the utmoſt, let them be frugal upon 
themſelves that they may be generous towards 


others; that they who continue ſtrangers to the 


goſpel may, by ſeeing their good works, be led to glorify 


God in the day of their viſitation. 


Let the poor alſo remember, that they are 


equally called to give glory to God in the ſituation 
in which providencehas been pleaſed to place them. 


May 


See Article 17. 


E 

May ſuch be diligent in their labor, humble, pati- 
ent, and teachable in their behavior, meek and 
loving in thcir tempers, and upright towards all 
men—in ſhort, ſhould we not all learn to ariſe and 
ſhine, ſince our light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
riſen upon us. Let none of us, therefore, preſume to 
fatisfy. ourſelves with the ſpeculative belief of the 
doclrines of grace dwelling in the head, while our 
own lives witneſs againſt us that the grace of the 
doctrines appears not in our lives. And while we 
continue ſolemnly to maintain, that we are neither 
in whole or in part ſaved by our holineſs, let us 
never forget that it is abſolutely impoſſible for 
any to be ſaved without it. All that have been 
taught to love God, love holineſs and hate in, 
and the greateſt enemies to free ſalvation through 
Jeſus Chriſt, are thoſe who M9 they believe and 
Mill live in fin. 

Is it not high time then to awake from our li- 
thargy and beſtir ourſelves for God? May the 
miniſters of the everlaſting goſpel never fear to 
hold forth the complete ſalvation of the Son of 
God, without the leaſt reſerve, and may the peo- 
ple learn to prove the excellency of what they 
preach, by living as becomes the high vocation unto 
which they are called ; then let who will oppoſe, cer- 
tain I am, terrible as an army with banners, from con- 
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quering to conquer, ſhall we proceedin our ſpiritual 


combat, for our God will bleſs us, increaſe us 


abundantly, and enable us to perlevere unto the 
end. 


As to the opinion I may entertain 4 Mr. John 
Weſley, that muſt be left between God and my 


own ſoul ; fundamentals there are and muſt be; 
if I am condemned for a bigot, Mr. Weſtey himſelf 
will apologize for my bigotry, in his fermon on 
catholic ſpirit; he there tells us, p. 1 8 Ca- 
15 ſpirit is not ſpeculative Latitudinarianifm, it 

is not an mdifference to all opinions, this is the "6H 
60 Go hell, Not the offspring of heaven, this unſettled- 
** nefs of thought, this being driven to and fro and 
r tofſed about with every wind of doctrine is a great 
* curſe, not a bleſſing, an irreconcilable enemy, not 
& a true catholiciſm. A man of a true catholic ſpirit 


has now not his religion to feek,” (confequently he 
wont caſt lots about it)“ he is fixed as the ſun in his 
judgment concerning the main branches of 


* Chriſtian, doctrine, it is true, he is always ready 
to hear and weigh whatever can be offered 
© againſt his principles,” (therefore, Mr. Weſley 
forbids all his people to attend upon thoſe mini- 
ſters that preach againſt his principles,) “ but as 
© this does not ſhew any wavering in his own mind, 
% ſo neither does it oceaſion any; he does not hall 


6&6 between 
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& between two. opinions, nor vainly endeavour to bent 
« them into one. Obſerve this, you that know not 
% hat fpirit you are of, who call yourſelves of a 
% catholic ſpirit, only becauſe you are of a muddy un- 
te derſtanding, becauſe your mind is all in à mit, 
e becauſe you are of no fetiled conſiſtent principles, 
but are for jumbling all opinions together; be con- 
vinced that you have quite miſſed your way, you 
© know not where you are, you think you are 
“got into the very Spirit of Chriſt, when in truth 
* you are nearer the ſpirit of Anti-Chriſt; go firft 
and learn the firſt elements of the goſpel of 
« Chriſt, and then ſhall you learn to be of a true 
e catholic ſpirit.” 
Now however conſiſtent all this may be from the 
pen of Mr. Weſley, yet in order that thoſe preju- 
diced in his favor may not be offended, I have 
ventured for once to take ſhelter under tus protection. 
Though 1 do not affirm, that he totally diſregards 
Chriſt as the falvation of the world, yet I am con- 
ſtrained to confeſs, that I really conceive the 
doArine he preaches is immenſely dangerous to im- 
mortal ſouls, I fear the whole of his preaching is 
only calculated to lead from the goſpel to the law, by 
the deeds of which no fleſh living can be juſtified ; for 
however in itſelf it is holy, juſt and good, yet, as a 
covenant of works, it is The letler that killeth, The 


miniſtration. 


e 
miniſtration of death, and the — of condem- 
nation, 
Would to God that too many of his abi | 
were not of the ſame ſtamp, I mean as to their 
divinity, with himſelf; though others of them truſt- 
| have been led to think more humbly of themſelves, i 


and more worthily of Chriſt, God forbid that I 
ſhould deſpiſe the pooreſt of them on account of 
their former menial occupations, they that know 
me beſt can bear me witneſs, whether my deport- 
ment is becoming towards the meaneſt mechanic, 
with whom I am called to labor from time to time, 
ſo far as I conceive them to be ſent of God. As 
for the ſerious and converted part of Mr. Weſley's 
congregations, as I by no means think it neceſſary 
for any to be what are commonly called Calvi- 
niſts, in order that they may be Chriſtians, I 
can moſt ſolemnly . declare, however they may 
judge of me, that I love and honor them not a 
little, as I am ſatisfied that many who are mud- 
dled in their judgments are ſound in their experi- 
ence. I can alſo further declare, that it is out of 
no diſlike to them that I thus write, though I am 
perſuaded, that an undue deference paid to the 
authority of the beſt man living upon the earth is 
extremely dangerous. I believe the doQrine of 
merit * would have made many of them ſhudder, 
and 
* Once upon a time it did appear as if the Sun of Righte- 
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and been treated with the abhorrence it deſerves, 
if it had firſt been recommended by any but Mr. 
Weſley. I could produce an inſtance of one of his 
moſt earneſt advocates, who concluded, that it 
was utterly impoſſible for any that is called a goſ- 
pel miniſter, to be the author of that dreadful 
ſentence quoted from his ſermons relative to the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt,* and therefore 
ſuppoſed by my not referring to the quotation, I 
had the wickedneſs to forge the horrid tenet and 
palm it upon Mr. Weſley. But now he has owned 

it as his, without once conſulting his bible or his 
experience; I fear he will directly ſwallow it as 
the ſoundeſt truth, though poiſonous to the laſt 
degree. But while he conceived them to be the 
words of another he treated them with the deteſia- 
ton they deſerve. 

Thus 


ouſneſs had caſt a tranſient beam upon this advocate for merit, 
as he tells us in his Journals. But now the clear light 
& ſhined, and I ſaw that what I had hitherto ſo conſtantly 
s inſiſted on, the doing ſo much and feeling ſo much, the long 
e repentance and preparation for believing, the bitter ſorrow for 
« fin, and that deep contrition of heart which is found in 
« ſome, were by no means eſſential to juſtification ; yea, 
te that wherever the free grace of God is 7ightly preached, a ſin- 
&« ner in the full career of his fins will probably receive it and be 
6 juſtified by it, before one who inſiſts on ſuch previous prepa- 
© ration,” See iſt Journal, p. 58. Such were once his ſenti- 

ments about working for bf. and doing good works in order that 
we may find favor with God; does it not therefore appear that 
this gleam of light ſo offended his fight, that he has long ſince 


again retired into a ſtate of the completeſt darkneſs, a dark- 
neſs that may be felt, | 


- 


* See page 22, 
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Thus have I now finiſhed what I had to ad- 
vance, in regard to the conduct of Mr. John Weſley, 
and what I conceive to have been faulty in my- 
felf. Some, I doubt not, will be found ſuffici- 
ently mean ſpirited to take an ungenerous advantage 
of an honeft acknowledgement of former miſtakes. 
Some alſo will think I have owned too much, 
others on the contrary, that I have not - owned 
enough, and have been ſtill too ſevere. How- 
ever, it is a ſmall thing for me to be judged by 
man's judgment. To my own Maſter I ſtand or 
fall. | ang 
Some may be led to deſpiſe all religion, 
becauſe they that are eſteemed religious cha- 
racters thus diſpute among themſelves. If gold 
were not valuable, few would ſtrive ſo diligently 
to acquire it, —The truth of God is of everlaſting 
worth, or we had not been directed to contend 


earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, If 


Mr. Weſley is the man of peace and love he pre- 
tends to be, he will be more cautious in making 
ſo free with the characters of Calviniſts and others 
in his public preachings; and eſpecially in his 
more private exhortations to his ſocieties. He 
knows well the artful methods he is continually 
adopting to prejudice peoples minds againſt ſuch 
miniſters. Eſpecially in traducing and miſrepre- 

Mm ſenting 


t 4 1 


ſenting what they conceive to be the truth as it is in 


Fe efus. 


Though I ſhall not pay the leaſt attention to 
the compoſition of others, if any ſuch ſhould make 


their appearance upon this occaſion. Yet if Mr, 


Weſley has any thing further to advance, let him 
remember that ſomething more than a mere dicta- 


torial denial of poſitive fads ſhould be expected. 1 
would alſo further wiſh him to ſcorn evaſions, and 


to flick to truth, By way of appendix, I then think 
I may venture to promiſe him a little additional 
proof to what I have already produced. Glad 
ſhall I then be to quit the field of controverſy for 


much better purpoſes. Preaching Jeſus is the 


| beſt employ. O that from hence nothing may be 
permitted to interrupt me in that moſt bleſſed 
work! And however there may be in this diſor- 
dered world, times and circumſtances that may 
make theſe unhappy contentions in a meaſure ne- 
ceſſary, yet I am ſure you will be glad to join 
your prayers with mine, that the time may haſtily 
come, when all diſputes ſhall for ever ceaſe, and 


that love without diſſimulation may rule in every 
heart. Believe me to be, 


Your 8, aftettionately, | 


R. HILL. 


BRISTOL, Ottober 1, 1777. 
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